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PRE ACHED on | WEDNESDAY, 3th MARCH, 1797, 


'® Blow the trumpet in Sion; ſandGify a faſt: call a 


II. has ever been the cuſtom amongſt the people 
of God, to have recourſe to him by prayer, hu- 


mities with which they were threatened. The 


law and the prophets command us to return to 


voice of the Baptiſt, who, from the bottom of a 
frightful wilderneſs, makes the neighbouring hills, 


4 


SERMON, 


THE DAY OF 


SOLEMN FAST, HUMILIATION, oc. 


ſolemn aſſembly. Between the porch and the altar, 
the priefts the Lord's miniſters ſhall weep and ſhall 
ſay : Spare, O Lord, ſpare thy people: and 
give not thine inheritance to reproach, that the 
heathens ſhould rule over them. Why ſhould 
ny ſay among the nations : Where is their 
Cod 972 | 
Jork, chap. i. ver. 13.17. 


miliation, and faſting, in order to avert the cala- 


the Lord our God in faſting and in mourning. In 
opening the Goſpel we muſt open our ears to the 


and the banks of the Jordan, re · echo the awful 
As. ____ words, 


| 

1 

| words, Generation of vipers, who will preſerve you 
| from the wrath to come? The axe is already laid at 

x the root of the tree, and every tree which brings not 
i forth fruits meet for repentance will be cut down and 

| caſt into the fire. In another place it is Chriſt him- 


A ſelf who declares, that whoever does not bear his 
| croſs and follow him, is not worthy of him, and that 
| without penance, the 1 nuer muſe periſh. 

4 The Church, inſtructed by the example of 
Chriſt, and taught by the Apoſtles, has appoint- 


| ed this ſeaſon of ihe year as a time of ſolemn ex- 

[ pation and preparation for a ſpiritual reſurrection 

\ from fin, by the paſchal communion. In a word: 

| faſting and penance are ever infeparable from the | 
| ſpirit of religion. The State, threatcned by foes, 3 


who, like thoſe of the Iſraelites, after invading 
our inheritance, would ſay among the people, where is 
their God? concurs with the church, on this day 
in particular, in ordaining a ſolemn faſt to ap- 
peaſe the anger of the Lord—to implore his pro- 
tection againſt impending evils—to exerciſe the 
| ſeverity of corrective juſtice on ourſelves, in or 
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; der to prevent the hand of God executing his L 
| Judgment againſt OUT ſins to encourage and ſup- 3. 
| Port tne righteous in the practice of piety, af | 


| which prayer and faſting are both the exerciſe and 
|  nouriſhment—to induce the wicked man to forſake 
his way, and the unjuſt man his Doughts, (Iſaiah 
c. 55.) and thus, by cheriſhing che piety of the 
faint, and rcclaiming the {inner from his crimes, 4 
to render us all acceptable to our Maker. The 
benefit and obligations then of faſting, and its : 
applicableneſs to che preſent occaſion, are the ſub- 2 
1s pe this diſcourſe. 3 
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The firſt poſitive command God gave to man, 
was that of faſting or abſtaining, when he enjoin- 
ed him not to eat the forbidden fruit. Thus faſt- 
ing, ſays St. Chryſoſtom, is cocval with the 
world, and faw the world in its cradle. Not in- 
deed that man, in the ſtate of innocence, ſtood 
in need of faſt or abſtinence, as the means of ſub- 
duing paſſions whoſe influence he had not as yet 
felt, or of cxpiating fins he had not as yet com- 
mitted. But being made with ſenſes, God gave 
him a command relating to a ſenſible thing, to let 
him know that he had a maſter, to remind him of 
his obedicnce, to ſerve as a check to his defires, 
and as a caution to the finner, in his ſtate of 

A miſery and corruption, not to neglect a remedy. 

MW: which would have ſerved the innocent, as an an- 
- tidote in the ſtate of holineſs and integrity. 

Let us read the annals of the world. Lac us 
unravel the long chain of the moſt remote and 

| _ © venerable antiquity. In every page—at every | 
bt period of time ſince the fall of man, what do L 
5 ſee? I ſee God exaſperated againſt the ſinner; 
Y and, the finner, humbling himſelf by prayer and 
L faſting, wreſt the thunderbolt out of his hands. 

I ſee juſt and righteous men mortifying their bo- 
dies in order to advance in merit and perfection. 
When the ſmall remnant of mankind had quit- 
ted Noah's ark, God forbade the uſe of blood, as 

well to inſpire them with horror for murder, as 
to diſpoſe themſelves and poſterity for abſtinence. 
3 The law being publiſhed—facrifices inſtituted— 
[2 religious rites and legal ceremonies, ſhadowing 
forth under the veil of figures, the facrifice of 


the 


b. 
1 
10 
6 
4 
0 [3 4 
1 
19 
| 
[ 4 
7 
i 
þ 
1 0 
18 . 
x 
i 
$4 
ant 
1 
1 
: 7 
1 _ 
7 
. 
} 
i 
1 
; b 
. 
z Fx N 
11 
: 
by 
N 
ii 
i 
148 
1000s 
[4 
a+ 
N 
So 
LIFE 
ba; 
, * 
iy 
. N84 - 
8 
. bY 
\ 
. 
f 
4 
127 
2 
5 
jk OE 
i i FI 
1 * 
4. N 
69 
* 1 
d i 3 * 
Wo” 
4 
A 0 
98 
8 : 
| DEITS 
4 
' *. 
\ pes 
x x 
—_ 
8 $7} 
* 
ö | My 
1 
1 
Cl { 
i} F 
75 
41a. 
* . 
\ x * 
* * 
Be 5 4 


hn . ALES — 2 
K „ 
* 5 


n 
n 5 
2 + £8 ns Bp 


# n 2 9 
3 RATE 16s — — 


rn r 
— — wm — — - — — — m7 5 j —_ , 
88 1 
4 ov 2 — 
4 — 
ry Z 3 


| {8 4 

i the umverſal victim that was to be, one day, of- 

| fered up for the redemption of the world ſolemn 
days of expiation were appointed, on which the 

| people of God were to affli their bodies on pain 

| of extermination. In a word, faſting, humilia- 

dan, ſackcloth, alhes, penance, and amendment 7 
of life, are ſeen every where in the law and the | 
Prophets, as means, and che * means, of dif- 5 85 3 
N arming offended juſtice. — „„ 
| If it ſhould be ſaid, that fach faſtings and ex- 1 

piations were confined to the Moſaic diſpenſation, 

| 


let it be remarked, that it was only the ceremo- 
nial part of the old law, ſuch as ablutions, facri- {4 
fices, and other ipſtitutions and ceremonies figu- 4 
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rative of the myſtery of our redemption, that | 
| have been aboliſhed. But ſuch parts of che Mo- | 
| ſaic law as are founded on the law of nature, fuch ; 
| as to honour our parents—not to fteal—not io 
commit murder, &c. are to remain in their full 
q force, as long as mortals are in a ſtate of trial un- 
| der the control of a God every where preſent to 
f hear their prayers, to help their endeavours, and . 
to reward or puniſh them, according as they ov-err 
come or yield to their paſſions. For juſtice re- 3 
quires that the order which has been reverſed by ß 
| ſenſual gratification, ſhould be re-eſtabliſhed by Þ 
i penance, and in this ſenſe Chriſt has declared 4 
1 that he came, not to aboliſh, but! tO bring the law | 

io its perfection. 

Hence, whether the Jews, who alone were 5 2 
bound by the law of Mofes, or the Gentiles, ſueh PD 
'Þ as the Ninivites, who were bound by the law of ©: 4 
N nature only, taſted, their faft was equally accept- — 
1 able 1 
| 1 . 
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able to God. Ahab, threatened by the prophet, 
humbles himſelf by faſting. The Lord defers, 


until after his death, the puniſhment with which 
he threatened his family, The Ninivites, ener- 


vated with eaſe and luxury, are threatened with 


utter deſtruction after a lapſe of forty days. Their 


voluptuous monarch deſcends from hs throne, 


covers himſelf with fackcloth and afhes—pro- 
claims a general faſt—is imitated by his ſubjes 
of every deſcription—the Lord relents, and repeals | 
the fatal decree, _ 
What ſhall I lay of Moſes 100 Elias falling on 
 folitary mountains to quality themfelves for hea- 
venly revelations ? What ſhall I ſay of David and 
Eſther, mortifying themſelves in the midſt of pa- 
laces, the theatres of caſe and luxury? What ſhall 

I fay of the Redeemer of the world, who faſts for 
the ſpace of forty days, to ſhew that faſting is 2 
lacrifice wherewith none can be diſpenſed, whether 
righteous or ſinners ? Not the righteous, becauſe 
they have temptations to conquer, and paſſions to 


ſubdue: ſinners much leſs, becauſe they have 
crimes to atone. 


Let none then alledge the words of St. Paul, 
Fo et none judge you in meat or drink, &c. ( Colos. 


nor that ſaying of our Saviour, ſo often quoted to 


| ſerve the purpoſe of ſenſuality, what enters by a 


mouth does not defile the ſoul. 


St. Paul alludes to the Jewiſh ceremonies and 

legal obſervances which ſome of the Jewiſh con- 
verts to Chriſtianity attempted to mingle with the 
Chriſtian religion, as is evident from his mention- 

ing the new moon and ſabbaths, And as to the ſay- 
ing 


| 


j 

1 
| U 
; 


— ——— 


- 
— — - g & 
ONE WI — — cod ho = + 
F: — ade — . * 7 
, = 1 Rs * 


— 2 — — — — 


— 


— nn — — 


o mL * . . 
— . 3 DO 


100 


ing of our Saviour, he alludes to the ſuperſtition 


of the Scribes and Phariſees, who taught their 
votaries that it was a grievous ſin to eat without 


waſhing their hands. We know that what God 
created for the uſe of man is good, and that it is 


the prohibition of the law which conſtitutes the 
guilt. The precept of faſting runs through the 
whole ſeries, as well of the New, as of the Old 

Teſtament. During the Moſaic diſpenſation, the 
people of God abſtained from ſeveral meats, which 

the Chriſtians never ſcrupled to uſe. Will any 
_ Chriſtian ſay, that becauſe they were good of them- 


ſelves, the Jew would have commited no fin in 


eating them againſt the prohibition of the law? 
When Chriſt comands us to hear his church, and 
declares, © that whoever dfſpiſcth her Paſtors, deſ. 
piſeth himſelf,”—when St. Paul commands us 7 
ey thoſe who hade rule over us, —when he declares 
rea power comes from God, and that whoever 
reſiſteth the powers ordained of God, refiſteth 
God himſelf,” will any, (except an infidel, or ſome 
' fanatic who is wiltully blind) fly in the face of 
common ſenſe, and ſay, that a Catholic is not 
bound to faſt and abſtain at the ſtated times ap- 
pointed by the Catholic Church, his inſtruQor 
and guide? But whot difference is there between fiſb 
and fleſh? The ſenſualiſt who propoſes the queſ- 
tion will never give himſelf the trouble to make 
the experiment. A week's confinement to one 
meal on fiſh, would enable him to ſolve the queſ. 
tion. If to faſt anſwered no end but that of exer- 
citing our ſubmiſhon, and reminding us, that as 


inners, we are liable to make an atonement, it 
would 


mands nothing but what has a real and effectual 


purify the ſoul, and aſſimilate us to a crucified 


Ifrael, imagined it no grievous ſin to reſerve, 


loch, whoſe owners are doumed 10 deſtruction, cannot 
be ſuch a heinous offence. Vet, for this very diſ- 
obedience, God rejected him. And Samuel ſaid, 
Halb the Lord ſo great delight in ſacrifices as in obey- 


Chap. 15.) 
: pole of reforming our lives, and ſubduing our 
be iniquity ; much more when it is conſecrated by 
the practice of the people of God in all ages; by 
Moſes and the prophets ; ; by Chriſt and his apoſ- 


tles; by the Chriſtians, who, in the primitive ages of 
the Church, faſted with a ſeverity which change 


authors. Perſons of a difterent perſuaſion, who 


En 
would procure us the merit of humility and obe- 
dience.— There is no ſporting with an authority 
which pleads the ſanction of heaven, and com- 


tendency to mortify our ſinful luſts and affections, 


Redeemer, of whom St. Paul ſays, that we muſt 
ſuffer with him, to ſhare his glory. Saul, king of 


againſt the injunction of the Prophets, a few fat 
lambs out of the ſpoils of Amaleck. He reaſoned, 
as I ſuppoſe every relaxed caſuiſt does, who enters 
into a kind of colluſion with a pliant aud eaſy 
conſcience. To keep a few lambs out of an immenſe 


32 


ing his voice : behold to obey is better than facrifice 
for Jrubbornneſs is iniquity and W N | (Sam. 


If faſting were but a new law made for the pur- 


paſſions, rebellion and AubbornH againſt it would 


r 
b N 


— 
- - — 2 FA 2 — 4 n 5 a at”, 8 
* — 1 — - on — — * Da, 88 My 7 The 2 A A — . 
Sur Fc et. F be, og * p I, > TP AION ö 3 TCF COIs. ˙ WIE. + 
PP 9 ? rg by oe age TEE 88 
"4 FERN fans Benn ors 2 TIT. ” ö 33 5 . 5 


— — 


* 3 a — 
K 
5 — — 1 2 


of times and circumſtances induces the Paſtors of 
the Church, much againſt their will, to relax. To 
Catholics there is no need of quoting Catholic 


are 


(12 


are rangers to the principles of the Catholics, 
whoſe doctrine is miſrepreſented, may read Doc- 
tor Gunning, Biſhop of Ely, Biſhop Montague, 
and other Proteſtant Biſhops quoted by Doctor 
| Gunning, who proves, from the concurrent teſti- 
| monies of all the eccleſiaſtical writers of the pri- 
* || mitive ages, that the faſt of forty days of Lent is 
|| an apoſtolical inſtitution, and 0 down excellent 
| rules for obſerving it. 

We deplore the error of hate who cavil at the 
laws of the Church, inſtead of admiring her wif- 
dom and holineſs. She knows that we are finners, 
and as ſuch liable to do penance. She knows, on 
the other hand (and to your own conſciences I x 
appcal if it be not true) that at any other ſeaſon of = 

the year, we think of nothing leſs than penance, 
and that of ourſelves we would never reſolve on 
it.— She appoints, then, this ſolemn ſcaſon for the 
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0 liquidation of our debts to Divine Juſtice, by a _ 

(4 ſalutary compulſion. She knows that in our own. 
[ paſſions we carry about us our domeſtic encmics. 
| She therefore appoints faſting as the moſt efficaci- 
ji ous means of acquiring ſpiritual ſtrength to ſubdue — 
[| them. The world, to its aſtoniſhment, knows — 


that we are ſurrounded by foreign and! inve terale 
foes, bent upon our deſtruction. 5 
t In imitation, thcn, of the people of God in 11 : 
ages, the Catholics of theſe realms humble them- 
It ſelves, this day in particular, in union with the 
State, to implore the aſſiſtance of Heaven for the 
I . purpoſe of averting the calamities with which we 
li are threatened. Calamities which, if merely con- 
| fined to temporary inconvs enicnces, the inevitable N 
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„ 
reſult ot wars carried on between civilized nations, 
would not be ſo alarming; but this is a war in 
which every thing dear to man, in eternity as well 


as in time, is put to the hazard. Calamities which 
I would leave the hiſtorian to deſcribe, were it not 
that infidelity, ora want of religion, their immediate 

and principal cauſe, fails within my province; and 
can never be better repreſented than by the cala- 


mitous effects of which it has been productive. 
All law-givers, who have civilized nations and 


founded empires, gave energy to the notion of a 
Supreme Peing ſtamped on the ſou] of man, and 
ſtrengthened the bands of ſocicty by the dread of 
ſome ſuperior and invifible power, to whom the 
murderer of the innocent the perjurer—the 
parricide is reſponſible beyond the grave. And 
the greateſt ornament e ever produced, the 


'mmorial BARON MoNnTEsQUIkU, a man illuſ- 


trious for his birth, but more illuſtrious for his 
comprchenſive genius, ornamented with all the 
ſciences, who united the wiſdom of the ancients to 
the refinements of the moderns, and to whom all 
the princes who will ever read his Spirit of Laws, 
can addreſs the words an Emperor addreſſed to the 


ſhade of a famous ſtateſman, on ſeeing his tomb. 


boy Ariſe, great man, and 1 <oill give you half my do- 
minions, if you teach me how ts govern the 76ſt.“ * 
The great Monteſquieu, in his Spirit of Laws, 
demonſtrates the happy influence of religion on 
Civil ſociety, reſtraining the abſolute monarck from 
the abuſe of unlimited power; curbing the deſpot, 


* Peter the Great. Emperor of Kuthz, when he ſaw the _ 


tomb of Cardinal Richlieu. | 
28 
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as the chain binds the lion; and carrying the mild- 
neſs of European manners into the ſavage climes 
of Africa, where, on the confines of Abyſſinia, 
the tyrant who aſcends the throne begins his reign 
with the murder of his brothers; whilſt, in his 
neighbourhood, the prince who profeſſes the 
Chriſtian religion, finds his ſecurity in the confi- 
_ dence and love of his ſubjects, who, in return, 
are the principal objects of his care and attention. 

Far from copying after ſuch a model as Mon- 
teſquieu, the unhappy law-givers of France, in 
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removing the reſtraints of religion, gave a looſe to | 


all the paſſions. The flower of their clergy mur- 
dered or baniſhed the temples of the living God 
profaned— feſtivals, and eſpecially the Sabbath-day, 
inſtituted to perpetuate to the end of time the be- 
lief of the creation of the world by the Sovereign 
Artiſt in whoſe honour that ſacred day was conſe- 
crated, all the memorials which could remind the 
ranſomed finner of the benefit of his redemption, 
with the religion which gave them riſe, being an- 
nihilated and deſtroy ed, a kind of idolatry ſeemed 
to be ſubſtituted in their room; not indeed that 
French republicans, leſs religious than the Pagans 
v ho believed in ſome falſe God, ever intended any 
worſhip after having aboliſhcd the w orſhip eſtab- 
liſhed in honour of the true one. This was an 
idolatry not of weak credulity, but of abandoned 
wantonneſs. The words, geſtures, and denomi- 
nation, pointed out the falie divinity. Nothing 
was wanting but the belicf of ber votaries 10 ren- 
der the idolatry complete. 
As if the hall of the National Convention were 
Milton's Pandemonium, where che infernal peers 


ſat 


(15) 


4 


throning the King of Heaven, a member of this 
meeting of regicides begins to harangue, and, in 


the midſt of a burſt of univerſal applauſe, denies 


the exiſtence of a God, whilſt the ſun, which 


God had created, was dazzling the eyes of the 
beholders, and darting its beams on the blaſ- 
phemer's head. To this monſter ſuccceds a wo- 


man drefled in all the allurements of ſeduction, 
falutcd by thoſe new ſovereigns as the Goddeſs of 


Liberty, who transfer to this living idol thoſe 


ſigns of adoration they had refuſed to the Son of 
God, of whom St. Paul ſays, at the name of Jeſus 
let every knee bend. Nothing was wanting but 
temples and ſacrificcs. Two churches, formerly 


conſecrated to the eternal wiſdom, Were dedicated, 
one to Liberty, the other to Reaſon. It was re- 


ſerved for Paris, that had improved in modern 
philoſophy, to refine on the manner of worſhip- 
ping the new created divinities, and to offer a 


ſacrifice on their altars ſuch as never had been of- 
fered up to. Moloch, on the confines of ancient 


Canaan; nor to the god of war in the temple of 
Mexico, lined with human ſkulls interlinked with 


chains, made in the form of monſtrous ſerpents, 


to give a more terrific aſpect to the grim and hor- 


rible idol. In ancient Paleſtine, children were 


offered up by their parents, and 2mongſt the an- 
cient Mexicans priſoners taken in war were the 


only victims ſacrificed in the fane of terror. 
French philoſophy gave birth to a new immola: 


tion unrecorded in the annals of time. The ſun 


had quitted our hemiſphere to avoid a ſpectae le 
which 


ſat in council to deliberate on the means of de- 
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which it had never beheld. It was in the obſcu- 
rity of the night, ſo favourable to works of dark- 


neſs, that the Jacobins met in a ſpacious church, 


converted into a club room, for debating on mur- 
der and politics. The pillars, the altars, as yet 
ſtanding, che glimmer of tapers, which ſerved as 
tuneral torches, every thing contributed to give 


more awe to the ſolemnity of the ſacriſice, when 


To! a French republican appears with his father's 
| bleeding head, and pointing to it, exclaims, Be. 
hold my father's head, which I cut off for not ſubſcrib. 


1 to our glorious conflitution ; and, lo ! the ſacrifice 


very true republican ſhould make to liberty  / 
' Hiſtory affords ſome gloomy inſtances of par- 


ricides who attempted to pollute their hands with 
their father's blood, from impatience to ſucceed. 
to their crowns or fortunes; but this is the only 


inſtance we read of in any hiſtory, whether ſa- 


cred or profane, of a ſacrifice wherein the ſon 


was the prieſt and the father the victim. Aga- 
memnon, in going to the ſiege of Troy, facrificed 


his daughter Iphigenia, to gain the favour of the 
gods, which gave occaſion to the Epicurean phi- 


loſopher, Lucretius, the model of our modern 


infidels, to attack religion in his famous epipho- 
nema, Or exclamation, 


> T antum religio potuit ſuadere malorum.“ 


As if he had vid Accurſed is that religion whtth 
coul't induce the father to ſacrifice his child. Modern 


philoſophy. brought to the height of reftnement 


in 
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© ES 
in France, enables us to retort upon ancient as 
well as modern infidels. 


+ Tantum irreligio potuit ſuadere malorum.” 


Accurſed is that irreligion! that infidelity which 


could induce the child to facrifice the father ! Aga- 
memnon's miſguided piety originated in a miſ— 


taken notion of religion, which has been rectified 
and corrected by Chriſt, 20% has brought life and 

 immor tality to Tight. But French prineiples con- 
vince us that, if a choice were to be made, be- 


tween a falſe religion and none, even a falſe reli- 
gion, with all its abuſes, is preferable to infide- 
| lity, however dreadful the alternative. Thus, 


after ſhaking the foundations of ſociety by irre- 
ligion, nothing was wanting but to plunge it into 
a chaos of pollution, by de. the ſacred ties 


of marriage. 


The wiſe Creator, who could bare people he | 
world in an inſtant, intended that all men ſhould 
ſpring from one marriage, in order to be for ever f 
one and the ſame family, however diſperſed and 


multiplied. And Chriſt, bringing back marriage 


to its primitive inſtitution, decrecd, that what 


God has united, man ſhould not ſeparate; reform- 
ing thereby the abuſe of divorces, and putting it 


out of the power of the capricious huſband to 
baniſh the chaſte mother of his child, to place a 
ſtepmother over him. Whatever may be ſaid of 


the polygamy of men, the moſt abandoned nati- 
ons, and the moſt ripe for the vengeance of Hea- 
ven, never authoriſed, by their laws, what France 
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Has 1188 into civilized Europe. As if the 


banks of the Seine, which runs through Paris, 


were the brinks of that lake on the borders of 


which the impure ſpirits, with our Saviour's per- 
miſſion, entered into the ſwine, the rulers of that 
monſtrous republic paſſed a ſolemn law, whereby 
men and women, who wiſhed to live together un- 
der the maſk of marriage, were at liberty to ſe- 
Parate from each other, not only with mutual 
conſent, but even at the will of one of the par- 
ties, without any reaſon whatever, but the mere 
choice of either, and marry in ſucceſſion as many 
as they choſe. Thus they put it in the power of 
one wretched and abandoned woman to point out 
to twenty or forty huſbands, all living. And 


thus they introduced a brutal confuſion amongſt 


' mortals, confounding names and paternal rights 
which nature has ever reſpected ; —peopling the 
carth with men uncertain of their origin, coming 
into the world without knowing who is their fa- 
ther, without a link of union, without tender- 
neſs, afſection, or humanity; all in a ſtate of 
becoming, by their very laws, a race of men in- 


ceſtuous or parricides, * or both. Thus, under 
the operation of ſuch impure laws, in twenty 


years time, or leſs, a French republican may 


marry his fiſter, or kill his father i in a duel, with- 
out knowing it: or ſhould he know it, he will 


do it without remorſe, upon the principles af a 


* The author, from delicacy, refrained from making uſe, 
in the pulpit, of the words of one of the members of the pre- 
ſeat Directory, who declared, in his ſpeech upon this occa- 


fon, that Fraxe was an extenſive market of human fleſh. 


philoſophical 


Kh. £66. 


philoſophical and republican education, For 


what ſcruple or remorſe can riſing or future gene- 
rations amongſt them feel, in a country where 
every religious education is aboliſhed ; where, to 
uſe the words of one of their orators, there is no 


crecd but liberty, no geſpel but equality. — Where the 


beſt of religions is conſidered to be at moſt but 
an engine of policy, contrived by tyrants, under 


the appellation of kings, againſt whom they ſwear, 


once cvery year, eternal haired in the temple of Rea» 
; fon. Ihe only oath to which ney. are e taught to 1 


pay any regard! 


What ſoruple or remorſe can be felt by young 
people bred up in ſcenes of ſlaughter and car- 


nage, ſtrangers to God's commandments, taught 


ond explained in their father's time, in churches 
where nothing is now heard but republican ſongs, 
but which commandments are now antiquated, 


and repreſented by their philoſophers as the frauds 


and cheats of an impoſtor. Generations unbap- 


tized, initiated in the impure and impious max- 


ims of Voltaire, whoſe remains, with thoſe of 


other champions of infidelity, are placed in the 
temples from whence the ſhrines of the martyrs 

who died for Chriſtianity are removed! Genera- 
tions accuſtomed from their early days to read on 
the frontiſpicces of the gates of the dormitories 
of the dead, and in monumental inſcriptions, 


that death is an eternal jlcep. And thus, without 


any check to their paſſions, but the tear of tem- 
poral authority, without the ſanction of religion, 

which makes a man virtuous in the dark, and hone/# 
 rithout @ witneſs, and in dread of no reſponſibi- 
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lity beyond this life, muſt confider the molt enor- 
mous crimes and the pureſt virtues as ſo many 
unmeaning ſounds, which die away like fainting 
echoes, and are confounded for evermore 1n the 


Horrors of the grave. 


Are theſe, then, the people with whom any 


Chriſtian would wiſh to fraternize? Is it by 2 
confederacy with ſuch infidels that a Britiſh ſub- 
7ea ſhould be tempted to ſhake the throne of the 


beſt of kings, and overturn the mildeſt and wileſt 
of confitutions * Is it with the aſſiſtance of the 


plunderers © of the dead, and the robbers of the 
living " War: any perſon could expect to meliorate 
or improve his condition? And if an Engliſh Ca- 


holic: to whom lawgivers and rulers who are 


long fince reſolved into their original duſt, bave 
2 

tranſmitted reſtraints and diſqualifications as 2 

legal inheritance : It the Catholics of theſe realms, * 


whoſe only crime is, that for more than a cen- 


| tury before they were born, one Of the Stuarts 
was dethroned by the family of Orange in Hol- 
land, which fanily in its turn is dethroned by 
Dutch and Trench 1 epublicans [an awful in- 


ſtance of the viciflitudes of human affairs, which 
mould inſpire princes with hamanity : and compaſ. 


fon for the wretched, when they not only know 
that they are doomed to die, as other mortals, 


but moreover expoſed, from the inconflancy of 
fortune, 10 ſurvive their poer and ſplendour ; 
80, ſaid Marius, once the Waiter of Rome and 
the copqueror of the Kine 70 and tell the gover- | 
nor of Africa that you have feen Marius perifhins 


with hunger an the ruins of Carioage.: alluding to 


the 


( ax ) 


the inſtability of human grandeur in the downfal 
of tuch a powerful ſtate, and the change of his 
tortune: If a Catholic, I ſay, who is allowed 


valy a peaceable cxillence and toleration of wore 


tp, ander the ſafeguard and protection of the 
taws, without any other benefit from a conſlitu- 
ton framed by his auceſtors, thiuks it his bounden 
duty to ſupport his king and country; with what 


zeal then ſhould not bis countrymen, of a differ- 


got pertuaſion, defend and ſupport a government 
and conſtitution, the bleſſings and benefits of 
V bich ey enjoy in their full extent and pleni- : 


tude. | 0 


if there be hardſlips and inconveniences at. 
tending a calamitous war, they are hardſhips and 
inconveniences inſeparable from a ſtate of ſtrug- 
gle and felf defence, againſt men ſuch as I de- 


ſeribed, who, aſter overturning a kingdom, which 


they drenched in the blood of its inhabitants, de- 


clared war againſt all eſtabliſhed governments, 


and ſolicited the ſubjects of all ſtates to rebel 


a gainſt their Sovereigns. 


Their {amous dectee ſhall ever land upon re- 
cord as a teſtimony againſt them, and a juſtifica- 


ion of the princes ahd ſtates who armed in their 
own defence, and attempted to check a torrent 


zhich threatened to bear down the mounds of 


that order in which ſubjects find their happineſs, 
and kings their ſecurity, By their decree they 
FT that they are willing to give 3 to all 
who are willing to, procure liberty. By t lis decrce the 
deſperate—the liccntious—the diſſolute of all na- 


tions, who, like Cataline's aſſogiatee, would will 
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the overthrow of their reſpeQive countries, it or- 


der to enrich themſelves with the ſpoils of the 
peaceable and virtuous, were ſure to find allies 


and confederates. And yet thoſe allies have not 


enriched the malcontents or diſaffected of any 


Mate ſubdued by their arms.—The ſpoils of towns 
and cities were appropriated to themſelves, or 


ſent to Paris; and the bleſſings conferred by ſuch 
conquerors are viſible in all thoſe provinces, 
where former ſcenes of peace and plenty are 
changed into deſerts, and the proſpect of {moaking 
rains can alone diſtinguiſh the ſolitudes of nature 
from the deſolation of the Vandal. 

Our hardlhips are temporary, and to be borne ; 
with as other calamities with which God in his 


juſtice ſometimes viſits mortals, either for the pu- 


niſhment of their ins, or the amendment of their 


lives, or the trial of their patience. Let an all- 


ruling Providence, by a change of times and 
circumſtances, by the energy and wiſdom of ru- 
lers, and means beſt known to him who either 


protects, ſets up, or pulls down kingdoms and 


empires, remedy the eviis of which people may 
complain. But to attempt to remove them by 
deeds of darknels - by oppohition to lawſul au- 
thorty—by the aſſiſtance of men abandoned to 
irreligion and licentiouſneſs—is to plunge into the 
gulph of deſtruction. 

But there is littie need for a diffuabve from any 


wiſh to {taternize with ſuch conſederates, to a con- 
gregation inſtruded in the principles of a Goſpel 
which every where enforces ſubordination, and 
ſubmiſſion to the reigning powers. Infidels and 


fanatics 


19 


fanatics may deride ſuch a doctrine as the doe- 


trine of ſlavery, eſpecially when preached by a 


Catholic clergyman. Forbid it, Heaven ! that L 
Should ever take any other inſtructor for my 


guide, than him who ſays, render unto Ceſar the 
things that are Caeſar's; or for my model any other 
than St. Paul, who announces to the world, that 
power comes from God, and that whoever ręſiſteth the 


powers ordained by God, reſiſtetb God himſelf. 
This is the doctrine he taught when tyrants and 
perſecutors ſwayed the (ceptre, without giving 


his ſanction to oppreſſion or injuſtice, princes be- 


ing a zerror, not to the good, but to the wicked. How 
much more would not he enforce this doQrine 
nder a prince who, as he knows that the origi- 

al ſource of authority comes from the people, 
10 he exerciſes this very authority ſor his people's 
happineſs—enforces the reſpect due to religion by 


| his power—baniſhes diſorder and licentiouſneſs 
by his example—prefers goodneſs to glory, and 


the acquiſition of the hearts and love of bis ſub- 
jedis, to triumphs and conqueſts. 


Under ſuch a king, who, but the avowed ene- 


my of public order and private happineſs, would 
not ſtartle at the molt diſtant thought of changes 
and commotions, which would inevitably involve 


Wh himſelf and his country in calamities ſimilar to 
thoſe which have overwhelmed that land which 
literally anſwers Job's deſcription, à land of durk- 


neſs and the ſhadow of death, where no order but 


horror abides : where religion is become a crime, 


and private property treaſon againſt the State : 
where from tbe mouth of the Loire to the banks 
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the Rhone, the whole kingdom reſembled a field 

of battle, ſtrewed with the bodies of the ſlain after 
a bloody conteſt between two contending armies ; 
where the living were afraid to perform the fune- 
ral rites to their murdered relatives, removed, 
half putrified, in cart-loads, attended by furies, 
ſinging republican ſongs; and where the groans 


of the dying, under the hands of aſſaſſins, in one 
place, and the mufic of theatres in another, ex- 
bibited the ſtrangeſt mixture of mirth and murder, 
all the horrors of a civil war, and all the licenti- 

_ ouſnels of the moſt abandoned ſeculity. 


But the juſtice of God did not permit the firſt 


authors of theſe horrors to go unpunithed ; their 
hands reeking with blood, they turned their fury 5 


againſt each other — for even in this life crimes 
do not always go unpuniſhed. If thouſands of 
virtuous people have periſhed in France, thou- 


ſands of wicked men have alfo periſhed. In thoſe 
great chaſtiſemenis whereby the righteous receive 
new degrees of purity, the wicked alſo are ex- 
terminated, The ſame inſtrument of death which 
ſent to the hall of the Heavenly Bridegroom, the 
innocent nuns of St. Dennis, guilty of no crime 
but the nobleneſs of their birth, after having con- 
ſecrated themſelves in the bloom of their youth to 
| the immortal ſpouſe the ſame inſtrument ſent the 


impure Orleans betore the throne of that King, of | 
whoſe kingdom it is written, © nothing defiled ſhall 


enter therein.” The fame executioner who tied 
on the ſcaffold, and fent to that crowa. reſerved 


for ſuffering innocence, the ſpotleſs Princeſs Eli. 
zabeth, in whom ber relentleſs judges could di- 
cover 


— CC 


("233 

cover no fault, but her anſwer that ſhe was aunt 
40 the king—the ſame executioner let the axe 
fall on the necks of Robeſpiere and his fellow 
_ tyrants, and fent them all fuming with the pro- 
miſcuous blood of the innocent and guilty, before 


the tribunal of him in whoſe Scripture it is 
written, judgment without mercy to him who does not 


get mercy. Thus it happens, that the fame 
firokes which ſeparate the pure giain, bruiſe alſo 
the chaf: and the ſame fire which retines the gold, 
burns the ſtrav. And in this numerous con- 
gregation, ſhould there be any diſaffected perſon, 
miſted by the notion that, in the event of an 


invaſion, he would have a chance of enriching 
himſelf by rapine and murder, let me remind 


Him, that, to his coſt, he may too late diſcover 


His error: for in ſuch a juncture, the honeſt — | 


the virtuous—the generous—the wiſe—would 
aſſociate. for their mutual defence againſt the 
attempts of the wicked. And way | furthermore 


add, that the moſt indigent peaſant in England, 

with his coarſe fare, under the protection of the 
N is happier than the moſt opulent ruler in 
France, who coniiders himſelf every inſtant as 
a victim devoted to the flaughter. What tran- 
quility can be enjoyed by nine hundred tyrannical 


uſurpers, who have ſent their predeceſſors, more 

| powerful than themſelves, to the ſcaffold, conti- 
nually in dread of each other, imagining to ſee 

the ſharpened poniard pointed to their own breaſts? 


It is the tranquillity of a Cromwell, flying from 


one apartment to another, and concealing from 
bis wife the bed in which ſhe was to ſleep the 
night 
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night following ; or the peace and enjoyment of 
the gueſt who, at a tyrant's table, perceived a 
ſword ſuſpended by a hair over his head. —I know | 
that the unexpected ſucceſs of licentious infidels, 
who have deſtroyed religion in the unhappy land 
that gave them birth, ſeems to ſhake the faith of 
the unſteady, and to increafe with additional 
ſhades the darkneſs of fanaticifm, already prophe- 
ſying the impending deſtruction of the Catholic 
Church, and the final cloſe of the ſucceſſion of ber 
| paſiors i in the perſon of the preſent Pope. 
Let any perſon read the hiſtory of the people of 
God, and the prophecies of Ifaiah, Jeremiah, 
Ezekiel, and Daniel, and he will ſee how often 
God has permitted the moſt wicked nations to 
chaſtiſe his choſen people. He will ſee him con. 
ducting victorious monarchs by the hand to over- 
throw ſurrounding nations, not ſparing even his 
own ſanctuary bis glorious temple, conſumed by 
the fire of the Aſſyrians its treaſures conveyed to 
Babylon by the ravagers, headed by an impious 
tyrant—Babylon afterwards deſtroyed by the ſen. 
| tence of God, who orders Cyrus by his name, long 
before he was born, to open her brazen gates, 
foretelling, That doleſul creatures ſhall drvell in the 
Aately palaces of her kings, that ſhe will be changed 
into a pool of water ; and I will ſweep Babylon with 
the bezom of defiruftion, ſaith the Lord of Hoſts. Let 
the prophecy be compared with what we read in 
ancient hiſtory, and there we ſee it literally fulfilled. 
Not a veſtige of this proud and criminal city, the 
type of Paris, for murder, plunder, and impiety, 
can now be diſcovered by modern travellers. 


We 


(47 
We ſee in the perſon of her wicked, and at the 
ſame time victorious king, what theſe men are, 


called conquerors. They are for the moſt part but 


inſtruments of the divine vengeance. God exer- 


ciſes his judgments by them, and then exerciſes it 


over them. Nebuchadnezzar, veſted with his di- 


vine power, and become invincible by that miniſtry, 


pauniſhes all the ſurrounding nations, and is him- 


felt reſerved for his Almighty arm; as the rod 


with which the father had chaſtiſed his child, 


when withered, 1s caſt into the fire. The ſucceſs 
cf the wicked, then, is no proof of the juſtice of 
their cauſe, or of their being the favourites of 
| heaven, which employs them as ſcourges to re. 
claim the finner by chaſtiſement, or to try and 
purify the righteous. And if they conquer the 
world, to their conqueſts can be applied the ſaying 
of St Auguſtin, that great kingdoms, acquired by 


violence and injuſtice, are great robberies, Sine 
Juſtitia, magna regna ſunt magna latrocinia. 


As to the deſtruction of the Catholic religion, 
and the end of the ſucceſſion of its paſtors in the 
perſon of the preſent Pope, the prophecies fore- 


telling ſuch an event are proved by time to be the 
deliriums of an imigination bewildered by the 


prejudices of education, or overheated by enthu- 


fHaſm. Or they are the artifices of impoſtors, 


who ſported with the weakneſs of the ignorant 


and credulous, to render them ſubſervient to their 


deſigns.—- Numbers of ſuch prophets appeared 


amongſt Jews, Turks, and (which is ſtill more 
ee amongſt Chriſtians; and their pre- 


tenſions to revelation and prophecy have contri- 
buted 
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| buted to ſubvert kingdoms and lay cities in aſhes ; 
as it is evident from the conduct of Barchebas, the 
Jewiſh prophet and impoſtor, with ſeveral others, 
down to Muncer, who, in order to ſtir up the 
German Boors againſt their princes, propheſied 
that he would receive in his ſleeves all the balls 
which would be fired at his followers. 

Luther propheſied that in the ſpace of two years 
after his revelations there would be no more 
Popes. The numbers of Popes who appeared 
ſince his time, are proofs of the credit ſuch pro- 
phets deſerve. Who could take a review of the 
motley groupe of prophets who have ſtarted up 
| fince! ſome of them divines, ſome mathematicians 
and aſtronomers, and a greater number mechanics, 
as Hermanus Sutor, whole character and mode of 
propheſying may be read in Alexander Roſs's 
view of different religions; all propheſying, and 
with equal authority, the ſpeedy end of the Pope 
and Catholic Religion, from tbe Revelations of 
St. John, which they have changed into a field of 
battle to attack Antichriſt. Whiſton had prophe- 
ſied the final end of the pontifical ſucceſſion, and 
the overthrow of popery to happen in the year 
1704, Swift, whoſe verſatile genius was equally 
fitted for the grave and ludicrous, compoſed a 
ballad on Whiſton, to be fuvg in the ſtyle of a 

triunello, with three voices alluding to the three. 
fold character of Whiſton, as a mathematician, 
| aſtronomer, and prophct. This ballad has brought 


prophecy into ſuch diſcredit, that no prophet of 


note has ſtarted up in England theſe fifty or ſixty 
years, until Brothers, | Who lately propheſied the 
total 
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total overthrow of London in the year 1796. 
Propheſying is now confined to lunatics and the 
editors of almanacks. To the propheſying doctors 
and philoſophers who have found out the Pope in 
the beaſt or antichriſt of the Revelations of St. 
John, Gibbon, the author of the Decline and Fall 
of the Roman Empire, pays a very unhandlome 
compliment in the perſons of thoſe who firſt pointed 
dut to them this fountain of inſpiration, when he 
laid, they never would have adopted the Revelations 
of St. John as canonical, but that it afforded them an 
6pportunity, from obſcure texts, to cavil at the church 
of Rome, and that they were fanatical hands which 
attempted. to pull down the vener Table Structure of 
ancient ſuperſtition. 
Thus, by the intemperate zeal of ſuch viliona- 
ries, however learned in other reſpe&, and to 
their perverſion of ſcriptural texts, they expoſe the 
ſacred oracles to the deriſion of infidels, and en- 
tangle themſelves and their readers in a maze of 
confuſion and abſurdities, by applying to the 
Chriſtian Biſhops of Rome, either loaded with 
chains or bleeding on ſcaffolds, for the ſake of 
Chriſt, or peaceably enforcing the laws of diſcipline 
and morality amongſt their clergy : to ſuch Biſhops 
theſe viſionaries apply Chriſt's defcription under 
types and allegories, partly of the horrors of Pa- 
gan Rome, under her monſtrous Cæſars, partly of 
Antichriſt at the end of the world, and multiply 
into as many Biſhops as there have been Popes,- 
one ſingle extraordinary character, as famous for un- 5 
bounded wickedneſs as for unlimited power, whom 
St. Paul in the ſecond chapter of his ſecond epiſtle 
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to the Theſſalonians calls the man of ſin, the ſon 
of perdition, who oppoſeth and exalteth himſelf above 
all that is God, and whom Chriſt at the end of the 
world will deſtroy with the ſpirit of his mouth, and 
the brightneſs of his preſence. Will any man but 
ſuch as works himſelf into an enthuſiaſtic delirium 
ever attribute ſuch impiety and power to ſuch men 
as Pope Benedict the XIV. or Pope Ganganelli; 
men revered by all Europe, as much for the amia- 
bleneſs of their manners, and cheir on lives, 
as for their eruditicn. 

Since the Apoſtolical ages, all the nations on 
carth which have been converted to the Chriſtian 
faith, have received it from zealous Apeſtolical 

miſfionaries, in communion with the Biſhops of 

Rome. A St. Auguſtin, ſent by Pope Gregory to 

England; a St. Patrick, ſent by Pope Celeſtine to 

Ireland; a XKaverius to China, &c. &c. &c. Is it 

then from Antichriſt, whom Chriſt will deſtroy with 

the brightneſs of his coming, that we have received 
the knowledge of Chriſt, the Lord's prayer, the 
commandments of God, the Apoſtle's creed, the ; 
truths of eternal life? Hence the moſt learned of 
the Proteſtant writers, Grotius, Le Clere, Light- 
foot, and numbers of others, though not in com- 
munion with the Apoſtolical ſee, could not diſ- 
cover the Pope in the perſon of Antichriſt in the 


' Revelations of St. John. And indeed thoſe who 


pretended they had diſcovered the truth, through 
clouds and miſts of figures and allegories, and yet 
diſbelieved the cleareſt texts of Scripture, wherein 
* 2 Theft. 215 

Chriſt 
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Chriſt commands us to hear his church,“ pro- 
miſing to be with her © at all times, even to the end 
of the world,“ have only contributed to ſwell the 
deplorable catalogue of the errors of the human 
underſtanding. They reſemble the obſtinate tra- 
veller, who quits the high road at noon-day, and 
ſtrikes into a dark foreſt, impenetrable to the bril- 
liant rays of che ſun, to grope his way amidſt briars 
and thickets. Texts, which can never be too 
frequently inculcated in an age of incredulity : = 
The gates of hell ſhall not prevail againſt my church. 
T will be with her paſtors always, even unto the end of 
e world, It follows therefore, of conſequence, 
that though individuals may apoſtatize, and 
princes, with the greateſt part of their ſubjects, 
fall off, the church of Chriſt, governed by her 
lawful paſtors, can never err. What a diſparity 
between ſuch plain and obvious texts, and thoſe 
myſtical ones of the Revclations! I ſaw a beaft - 
riſe out of the ſea, with ſeven heads and ten horns. 
I faw horſes, and out of their mouth came fire and 
ſmoke and brim/ione, and their  firength was in their 
moutÞf and in their tail. (Revel. chap. ix.) I aw 
a woman fit upon a ſearlet coloured beaſt, and ſhe was 
drunk with the blood of the martyrs, and fhe fitteth on 
a beaſf} with ſeven heads and ten horns. And the ſeven 
heads are ſeven mountains, and the ten horns are ten 
kings, and behold the beaſt that was, and is not, and 
jet is. (chap. xvii.) The number of the beaſt is the 
number of a man, and the number is three hundred 
threeſcore and ſix. (Revel. chap. xiii.) Behold the 
arſenal from which pretended prophets take their 
_offenfive weapons to attack the Catholic church, 


dreſſing 
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dreſſing the Roman cardinals in the purple of the 
 Czlars of Pagan Rome, ſpilling the blood of the 
martyrs, amongſt whom the Popes themſelves | 
were the molt conſpicuous and illuſtrious victims 
for the faith of Chriſt, and finding in the myſtical 
number three hundred threeſcore and fix Antichriſt, 
in thoſe very holy Biſhops of Rome who ſuffered 
Vr the faith of Jeſus, as if this number could not 
be found in the numerical letters of the name of 
Mahomet in Greck, Ma IlOMETEs, or Julian che 
Apoſtate, Ju LIAN Cz. Avevs. 

What ſhall I ſay then of thoſe divines who from 
the Revelations have propheſied the downfall of 
the Catholic religion, and the annihilation of her 

ſupreme paſtor, at periods which they themſelves 
out-lived without ſeeing their predictions accom- 
pliſhed ? What ſhall I ſay of thoſe philoſophers 
who attempted to fathom the depths of religion, 
and who, though they could not find out the longi- 
| tude, co-exiſting with themſelves in vifible nature, 
pretend to pierce the veil of futurity? What am] 
to ſay of them? I ſhall ſay what Cicero ſaid of the 
philoſophers of his time, that there was no opinion 
fo extravagant which had nat ſome philoſopher to fut- 
port it. Or what St. Paul afterwar1s faid, /. 
became vain in their imaginations, profeſi Nang them- 
ſelves to be wiſe, they became fools. F or what 
greater folly, when God has revcaled his will to 
mortals, than to refuſe ſubmiſſion to that guide he 
has appointed to inſtruct and direct them in che 
road to eternal life? | 

But they were learned men So were Porphery 

and Celſus, u ho attacked the Chriſtian religion in 


the 
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the earlieſt ages. Payle, who, amongſt the mo- 
derns, refuſed to take religion for his guide, was 
a man of learning alſo, and yet he acknowledges 
the weakneſs and inſufficiency of reaſon, which he 
compares to the Penelope of the poct, doing and 
undoing, weaving and unravelling the fame web. 


Spinoſa was alſo a learned man, and yet he a A 


ted no God but the maſs of material nature. 
Thouſands of divines, from the firſt ages of the 
church down to our days, Were very learned men, 
believing the Scriptures to be divinely inſpired, 
and yet adducing theſe very Scriptures in ſupport 


ofthe moſt monſtrous and extravagant errors. Hence 


we behold philoſophers and divines proving by 


their learning and errors that whoever is a jearcher 
_ of majeſty will be overpowered with glory, and that in 


matters of faith we muſt be guided by that autho- 
rity which God has appointed, and commanded 


us to hear, viz. his church, built upon the rock, 


ſecure in the promiſes of Chriſt, that the gates of 


hell ſhall Neuer prevail againſt her, Governed by 
lawful paſtors under one viſible head, ſhe is the 
centre of Catholic unity. Her paſtors can prove 


an uninterrupted ſucceſſion up to St. Peter, where 


the chain of religion is reſumed through the ſuc- 
ceſſion of the high pricſts up to Moſes and Aaron 
—thence to the Patriarchs—thence to the firſt 
man to whom was made the revelation of a Rr- 
DEUMER, the middle !ink of that grand chain which 
unites the faithful of the old and new covenants— 
cliabliſhing the rulers of his charch—extending 
their dominion over the ſouls of men by his fa- 
craments— by che power 22 gives them to recon- 
ile 
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eile penitent finners to God, as my living father hath 
fent me, fo I ſend you—ratifying in Heaven the ſen- 


tence pronounced on earth, and promiſing to be 


_ with them al all times, even unto the end of the world. 


To theſe paſtors he has promiſed his unerring | 


ſpirit ; and if the mind of man, naturally fickle and 
inconſtant, ſtands in need of a guide in the way of 


eternal ſalvation, where can a ſafer guide be found 


than the church, to whom Chriſt, who has brought 


life and immortality to light, has made ſuch plain 


and infallible promiſes, without the ſmalleſt allay 
of the obſcurity of figures and allegories? Rov fleau, 
the profoundeſt reaſoner and moſt eloquent 


amongſt ancient or modern free-thinkers, acknow- 


ledges it. When the Calviniſts of Geneva had 
| burnt his Emilius, he informed them, * that he 
was as much authoriſed to ſeparate from them, as 


their anceſtors had been to ſeparate from the Catho- 


lic church: and that in matters of religion, men 


muſt be guided either by che light of reaſon, which 


is che religion of nature, or if there be a revelation, 


he muſt be guided by authority; : when, therefore, 
continues he, © you convince me of ſucha revelati- 
on, from that time forward Iwill becomea Catholic.” 


Inſtead then of having my faith ſhaken by decla- 


mations and pretended prophecies, I will fay, with 


Dryden, who after deriding the Catholic religion 


from i ignorance, embraced it from conviction. 


„But, gracious God, how well doſt thou provide 
« For erring judgments an unerring guide? 
* h th rone is darkneſs, in th' abyſs of light, 
« A blaze of glory which forbids the fight. 
O0, teach me to believe thee thus conceal'd, 
„Aud {earch no farther than thou haſt reveal'd, 
| « But 
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But her alone for my director take, 
Whom thou bait promis'd never to forſake.“ “ 


Volumes may be written, and libraries filled with 
books againſt popery—fanatics may propheſy— 


modern Goths and Vandals may deſolate pro- 
vinces, and bury cities in their ruins the tempo- 


ral lovereignty of Rome, originally the gift of 


temporal princes, may be deſtroyed, and Rome 
Herſelf undergo the fate of Carthage, and may be 


known only-in hiſtory the Pope's head may be 


carried on a pole, and the Turkiſh Soliman's | 
threat, that he would feed his horſe with oats on 
St. Peter's altar, may be carried into execution; 
but the foirlinal ſapremacy of Rome, and the 


ſucceſſion of the lawful paſtors, with whom Chriſt 
| promiſes to be to the end of time, can never be 
deſtroyed by all the powers on carth. They are 
neither riches, nor opulence, nor temporal power, 
or grandeur which their maſter has promiſed them. 
Such promiſes are unworthy of a Man God, 
born in a ſtable to purchaſe us an eternal 
kingdom. Should one paſtor be beheaded, ano- 


ther, with the ſame ſpiritual power, and title to 


the chair of unity, will be elected, either on the 


brink of a lake where Peter received the com- 


miſſion to feed Chriſt's flock, or in ſome ſubter- 


raneous vault in times of perſecution, (if fuch 
ſhould happen) as well as in the magnificent pa- 
lace of the Vatican. Hence, in the primitive 
ages of the church, when the Cæſars, maſters of 
the world, after crucifying St. Peter, and behead- 


* Hind and Panther. 
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ing St. Paul, exerted all their power againſt the 
faithful, with more fury than againſt the barba- 
rians, who threatened to ſubvert the empire; ſome 
Popes were doomed to work as ſlaves in the 
mines — others to feed and tend wild beaſts, for 


the diverſion of the tyrants—and moſt of them 


put to death. For the ſpace of three hundred 
years, the ſteps of the pontifical throne (if a 
throne it could at that time be called) were dyed 
with the blood of its Pontiffs. The Cæſars, at 
whoſe nod the world trembled, are now 70 more / 
All the kingdoms and republics recorded in an- 
cient hiſtory, are now but ſo many wrecks of the 
Roman empire, which had ſwallowed up all others 
—governed by the abſolute will of thoſe formi- 
dable oppreſſors. In the ſpace of eighteen hun- 
dred years, all the kingdoms and empires on 
earth have changed their laws, their cuſtoms, and 
the lineal ſucceſſion of their rulers. Some have 
aboliſhed royalty and aſſumed a republican form 
of government. Others, from free ſtates, are be- 
come ſlaves to deſpotic power. Some, aſter a 
lapſe of ages ſince their converſion from idolatry 
to the truth of the goſpel, have quitted the road 
which their firſt apoſtles, by figns and miracles, 
had pointed out to them, and have ſtruck into 
bye-paths: ſeduced by error or paſſion, they 
changed their names with their creed, and aſ- 
ſumed names either from the firſt authors of their 
errors, or from their local ſituation. The Ca- 
tholic Church alone bas ſeen them riſe and fall; 
ſhe has outlived them, without either altering. 

Ler doctrine or the ſucceſſion or her paſtors. 
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All the ſects that have ever appeared, ſince 
Chriſt gave her commiſſion to preach his goſpel, 
ad promiſed her his prelence and aſſiſtance, 
ound her eſtabliſhed before them. The ancient 
ſchiſmatics ſeparated from her pale, and the mo- 
dern ſectaries are ſprung from thoſe who for- 
merly belonged to her. She ſubſiſts in ſpite of 
the tyrants who bave perſecuted her—or the he- 
reties and falſe preachers who have attempted to 
corrupt or alter her do&rine—or the daſtardly 
_ traitors who have baſely betrayed her—or her 

unworthy children who have diſhonoured her by 

| their vicious and criminal lives. A flouriſhing 

State has been frequently buried in the ſame 
grave u ith the monarch by whoſe wiſdom or va- 
lour it was ſupported; becauſe the ſucceſs of 
human meaſures depends on buman means and 
human wiſdom. But the church of Chriſt, reſt- 
ing ſolely on bis infallible promiles, and her faith 
being unalterable, the very vices and weakneſſes 
of ſome of her paſtors, could never ſhake or 
change her doctrine. Though ſome of her 
branches have been lopped off, the ſap will for 
ever remain and ſhoot up in the moſt diſtant re- 
gions flouriſhing in ſome places tolerated in 
others perſecuted under various ſtates, but with 
2 never varied ſucceſſion. By her very name 

Catholic, or Univerſal, it is evident to the whole 

world that ſhe is appointed to be the church of 
all ages and nations, and that to her was given 

the fullneſs of the Gentiles, making uſe of all, 

as St. Auguſtine ſays, for the benefit of all, and 
as a demonſtration of her perpetuity. She makes 
3 uſe 
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we of the Pagans, as the ſubjects of her conver- 
hon; and of the Jews, as a mark of her excel- 
tence. She is raiſed on the ruins of the ſyna- 
gogue, which was confined to a limited place, 
and circumſcribed within a certain period of 
time; whereas, to her no bounds as to time or 
: place are preſcribed, but the remoteſt borders of 
the earth, and the conſummation of ages. She 
nakes ule of thoſe who have renounced ber doc 
trine, as a proof of her ſtability ; and of thoſe 
who retain her ſaciaments and doctrine, but ſtil} 
_ refuſe obedience to her as viſible head, as a proof 
of her unity. And yet, in her myſtical rites, 
and the ſolemnity of her religious worſhip, they 
all become the obijeQs of her love and tender- 
neſs. Belides her ord inary prayers, ſhe appoints 
the day on which the Saviour of the world dicd, 
to play in a eſpecial manner for their converſion, 
and opens to all a door of grace and admittance 
into her myſteries, by forming the ſaith of ſome, 
or reforming the errors of others, and affording 
to all the means of coming to the knowledge of 
the truth and eternal life—by her prayers—her 
ſacrifice her ſacraments and inſtructions. My 
holy mother the church hach, then, an everlaſt- 
ing ſtock which can never fail. She ſhall ever 
be immoveable and invincible under her lawful 
paſtors, until, all her children being gathered in, 
ſhe be trinſported into the bcavenly Jeruſalem, 
| her true dwelling place. She may be perſecuted, 
but it ſhall be without danger of deſtruction; for 
to her alone permanency is promiſed. She will 
therefore behold all kingdoms and empires buried 
| in 


t 


in their own rmns; ſor all kingdoms and em- 


pires muſt periſh, and be annihilated, whereas 


Chriſt has ſet no other limits to her duration on 
earth, but the end of the world. 
This is a promiſe he has not made either to ſects, 


whom he permits; or to empires or ſtates, whom he 


:ets up or pulls down; and whole revolutions and 
vicifſitudes afford us an au ful leſſon of the vanit * 
of human grandeur; or when we lee the great- 
eſt kingdoins aud empires fall, as it were, ore 


pon another: when we ſee kings and queens, a 
few years ago the idols of their ſubjects, eclipſing, 
by their glory and ſplendour the pomp and mag- 
mhicence of Oriental grandeur :—when we ſee 


them bleeding on ſcafiolds, and deprived even 
of thoſe funeral rites winch a telpect for our na- 
ture, which is to riſe one day immortal, and whica 


chriſtian decency ſnould induce us to grant to the 


moſt forlorn object, we are convinced that uncer- 


tainty—inconſtaney—and agitation, are the pro- 


per portion of all ſublunary affairs; and that there 
is no ſolid happineſs in this world but in a deep 


ſenſe of religion, which purifies the ſoul by a vir- 


tuous and holy life, and unites it to God, the 


only ſource and fountain of unchangeable telt- 


city. 


been the main-ſpring or fountain of all thoſe ca- 
lamities which have deluged an ill-fated neigh- 


bouring kingdom, and for the deprecation where- 


of we are his day aſſembled. For what, but the 


darkeſt infidelity, could have prompted to the 
baniſhment OL murder ot the lower of the French 


e - 


It is a want of this ſenſe of religion that has 
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clergy # amongſt whom, in the promiſcuous flaugh- 
ter, fell under the hands of aſſaſſins, prelates, 
bending under a weight of virtues and years : 
Sacred orators, who carried the ſevere but ſublime 
iruths of the Goſpel into the luxurious palaces of 
emperors and kings; and who, like ſo many St. 
Pauls, made rulers tremble on enlarging = 
judgment, Juſtice, and chaſtity: (Acts iv.) Clerg 
to whom in Juſtice it muſt be acknowledged, os 
thoſe who know them, that they have at all times 
contributed more than any other order of men to 
the ſuppor? of the ſtate, and relief of the poor, 
and at laſt made the generous offer of their pri- 
vileges and immunities for the good of the com- 
munity, content to remain, as primitive apoſtles, 
do ſuverintend their flocks. 
Ibe idolatrous [ſraelites could not bear theix 
_ prophets: and the abandoned infidels could not 
| abide the very ſight of a miniſter of the Goſpel, 
whoſe preſence, even in ſilence, reminded them of 
the condemnation of their deeds of darkneſs. A 
' neglect of the duties of religion the profane wit 
of the pretended philoſopher preferred to the 
Evangelical ſimplicity and Apoſtolical zeal of the 
miniſter of the Golpel—an inundation of licenti- 
ous writings, bearing down the mounds of faith 
and virtue, the firmeſt ſupport of ſtates, and the 
ſtrongeſt fences of rank, ſubordination, and pro- 
perty—theſe diſorders, encouraged by the exam- 
ple and applauſe of numbers of their nobility, 
prepared the way for a revolution, which buried 
their own ſplendor with the throne of one of the 
beſt and mildeſt of their kings, under the ruins of 
the 
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the altar, neglected by themſelves, and derided in 
the writings of infidelity, calculated to ſhake their 
faith and poiſon their morals. Thus, as in the 
human frame, we all carry within ourſelves the 
feeds of our diſſolution, which vegetate inſenfibly 
until they attain to that maturity which makes us 


fall into the grave, ſome ſooner, ſome later, but 


all infallibly at a determined time, foreſeen by 
Him alone who has reckoned our days and given 
us exiſtence; fo kingdoms and empires bear in 
their boſoms the cauſes of their own deſtruction, 


in the crimes and vices of their inhabitants. The 
deſtruction of the antediluvians by the deluge : the 


deſtruction of the criminal cities conſumed with 


fire from Heaven, and which God would have 


ſpared if only a few juſt and righteous perſons 
were found in them : the deſtruction of the Ca- 


naanites, whoſe land the Almighty did not give 


to his choſen people until the wicked inhabitants 
had filled up the meaſure of their iniquities, and 


numberleſs inſtances more, are {triking proofs that 


there are national crimes which determine divine 
Juſtice to puniſh kingdoms, or blot them entirely 
_ from the face of the earth. Not that in deſtroy- 


ing kingdoms and empires he always deſtroys the 


land which is the work of his hands, but he de- 
ſtroys or humbles the inhabitants on account of 
their own works, the works of fin and corruption, 
And as the meaſure of national crimes is filled up 
with the accumulated ſins of individuals; woe to 
the man who by his fins haſtens the general cala- 
mity in which he himſelf muſt ſooner or later be 
involved! Let us benefit by the example and mis. 
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fortunes of others. Diſſoluteneſs, the neglect of 
God and the means of ſalvation, infidelity, the 
_ prolific parents of all kinds of horrors, aud the 
corruption of the heart by criminal pleaſures, 
which made an idolator of a Solomon, and inti- 


dels of fo many Chriſtians, bring down the ven- 


geance of Heaven upon kingdoms and empires. 
There «were then effeminate people in the land, ſays 
the ſcripture. They did according to the abomination 
of the Gentiles, and they forgot their God ; their cap- 


tivity and diſperſion were therefore the conle- 


quence. 


I know that general calamities, _ the revoly- 


tions of States, in which the multitude are 


concerned, do not come ſo home to each indivi- 


dual as to make a deep and laiting impreſſion, 


eſpecially when the ſcenes of ſuch calamities are 


laid at a diſtance, either with regard to time or 
place. I muſt then, my brethren, ſummon your 
attention to a revolution of infinitely more con- 
ſequence and importance thay all the revolutions 
which have happened on the face of the globe; a 
revolution, in which each of my hearers is perſon- 


ally concerned ;—a revolution, of which each of 


my hearers is to be witneſs. It 1s no lefs than a 


total change and deſtruction of the preſent world, 
the loſs of all the comforts and pleaſures of this 


life, except ſuch comforts as ariſe from virtue: nay | 


the loſs of life itfelf. When will theſe things happen? 


(ſaid the diſciples to our Saviour) and when will 


be the end of the cord! 


It will happen to each of us at the hour of death, 
which will bring us to the gates of eternity, and 
to the entrance of either of two kingdoms ; the 

| — 8 


(% 


one of light, the other of darkneſs: the one of 
bliſs, the other of miſery; where the condition 
of each will be invariably fixed according as we 


_ qualify ourſelves in this ſchool of trial: changed 
once, never more to undergo any revolution or 
change — for it is alike to us, whether the ſun be 


eclipled to ſhine no more, as at the end oi time ; 
or whether our eyes, cloſed by death, are never 
more to behold the bright luminary of day: 

feel the earth totter under our feet, and to e 
the laſt convulſion of expiring nature, with the 


multitude who are to {hare the ſame terrors, or, 
on a bed of pain and ſickneſs, to feel the ſoul 


quitting the faſt embraces of the body! in the laſt 
convulſive agony of lite : to hear the vice of an 


archangel and the trump of God ſummoning to 4 


ment: ariſe O ye dead and haſten to judgment ; 


to hear the miniſter of Chriſt addreſſing the Pot | 
parting ſoul now on the point of hearing its doom: 


depart from thy body, O Chriftian ſoul, in the name 


of God the father, who created thee ; may thy abode 


be this day m Paradiſe ; and may Chriſe the true 
ſhepherd reckon thee for ever among ſt his flock :— 
to ſee the ſign of the Son of Man difplayed in the 
air, or to fee his croſs preſented to me as the laſt 
objedl on which I am to caſt my eyes, already be- 

ginning to grow dim with the miſt of death, in 
order to guard againſt deſpair and deſpondency, 
by reminding me, that however grievous my {ins 


and offences, the judge before whom I am going 


to appear is the Redeemer who died for me. One 
inſtant more and the curtain drops, the fcene 


ot life is cloſed, all the kingdoms and empires on 


earth 
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earth are no more with reward to us. The faſhion 


of the world paſſeth away, ſays St. Paul. It is but 
a fleeting ſhadow. Behold then, my brethren, 


the end of all the cares, enterprizes, and revolu- 
tions of this Iife—death and eternity. 


As citizens, it is our duty to pay due obedi- 


| ence to the reigning powers, and contribute to the 
| ſupport of the State. As Chriſtians, we are un- 


der an obligation of ſtill greater importance, to 


be faithful to God, and to ſave our ſouls by A 


holy and Chriſtian life. —T hereby we acquire 


a kingdom, before which all other kingdoms and 
empires vaniſh : a kingdom which no revolution 


can ſhake—in which no change can happen— 


which indeed muſt be taken by violence, but which 


violence is only momentary and as nothing (as St. 


Paul ſays) when compared to that future glory 
which will be manifeſted in us. 


For in that kingdom, deſcribed by Saint Au- 


guſtine, to ſhew the Roman conquerors, who glo- 


ried ſo much in their triumphs, that their con- 
queſts were nothing when compared to the conqueſt 


of a Chriſtian who triumphs over his paſſions; in 
that kingdom, the prize of Chriſtian victory, 


there will be true glory, where there is neither 
error nor flattery ; there will be true honour, 
where it is never refuſed to the worthy, nor grant- 


ed to the unworthy : there will be true peace, 
where man has nothing to ſuffer from himſelf or 


others; where the moſt noble of all ſtruggles, 
even the ſtruggle of virtue, will be at an end; and 
where nothing remains but the undiſturbed en- 


of 
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of prudence, will there be at an end, for i in that 


kingdom there is no choice between good and 


evil, nor hazards or misfortunes to guard againſt. 
The ſtruggle of temperance, for before admittance 
into that kingdom, all the paſſions muſt be ſub- 


dued. The ſtruggle of juſtice, for in that king- 
dom there 1s no temptation to injure or invade the 
property of another. Every inhabitant has mil- 


lions of times more than he can eicher deſire or 


conſume. There is but one inexhauſtible ſtock 
for all, and this great treaſure is the immenfity of 


inexpreſſible ſweetneſs and delight, inſeparable 
from the poſſeſſion of the ſovereign good: the 


ſtruggle of fortitude, for in that kingdom there 


are no dangers to encounter. The harbour once 


made, there is no embarking any more on the 
tempeſtuous ocean. One victory gained at the 


hour of death, to which every foregoing One was 


a preparation, and the enemy is foiled for ever; 
the Chriſtian ſoldier is never more provoked to 


re-enter the liſts, but reſts under his laurels, 
which never fade, in the midſt of ſongs of tri- 


umph, which ſpeak all ſorrows done away. He 
Who is the author of virtue, ſhall himſelf be the 


reward of it, becauſe there is nothing better than 
he. He will be the end of our deſires, whom we 
will fee without end, whom we will love without 
diſguſt, and praiſe without wearinels. A felicity 


coinmon to them all, as well as eternal life. 


Wherefore all the inhabitants of that kingdom 


will have a will perfectly free, exempt from all 


manner of evil, filled with all manner of good, 


enjoying without intermiſſion the delights of in- 


ex preſſible 


e 


: expreſlible felicity, without any remembrance 
1 either of ſins or miſeries of this life, otherwiſe than 
| 8 to bleſs him who delivered them from them, and 
put them in poſſeſſion of life eternal. This, my 
brethren, is the kingdom to which we are all 
called. Let us not forfeit, by our ſins, the glo- 
rious inheritance: and as St. Paul exhorts that 
prayers and ſupplications be made for kings, and for 
all that are in authority, that we may lead a_ 
quiet and peaceable life, in all Godlineſs and honeſty, 
(1 Tim. c. ii.) Let us unite our prayers to the 
prayers of our Pontiff,“ who is going to offer up 
the ſpotleſs lamb, who takes away the fins of the 
world, that we way lead a life of Godlineſs, with- 
out which, according to the bleſſed Apoſtle, none 
if will ever ſee God, whom we beſeech to preſerve 
ard protect theſe realms, and our moſt gracious 
ſovereign. May the great diſpoſer of all events, 
gent that his life be long and his reign happy 
bis ſenate wiſe his forces valiant—-his people 
orderly and virtuous- and may he enjoy Mey 
bleſſing and happineſs which he can wiſh, as 
man and a ſovereign. Et guacumque tendunt 3 
Cœſaris votum. 

It is che prayer che primitive Chriſtians uſed to 
offer up for their perſecuting emperors, in the 
ſubterrancous places, where they met for religi- 
_ ous worſhip. With how much more fervour are 
we not bound to pray for a prince under whoſe 
' reign we have obtained the free exerciſe of our 
religion after ages of perſecution. “Spare, O 
Lord! Spare thy people! who, though they have 


* The diſcourſe was delivered at the c=lebration of a 
Pontifical Maſs, by the bilnop of the London diſtrict. 
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offended thee, yet hope and believe in thee, the 


living and true God, whom they beſeech to avert 


the dangers which threaten them, and not to give 
thine inheritance to the infidels, who have pro- 
faned thy name, and aboliſhed thy worſhip. Bring 
them back, in thy mercy, into the path of reli- 
gion, from which they have ſtrayed, and guide 
ourſelves in that path which leads to the kingdom 
of the ſaints, and the inheritance of glory, pur- 


chaſed for us by the blood of Chriſt. 
AMEN. 
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pOSTSCRIP I. 


' EVERAL gentlemen, ſome of them of a different 

communion, but agreeing with Catholics in principles 
of loyalty and their deteſtation of the diſorders and horrots | 
of which infidelity has been productive in a neighbouring 
kingdom, have — me to o publiſh the foregoing dit- | 
courſe. | 

The principal motive that induced me to vield to their 
ſolicitations, was the conſideration, that whatever profits 
might ariſe from its publication would be applied to the be- 
netit of that place of divine worſhip in which it was deliver- 
ed, and which is deſtitute of every other means of ſupport, 
but the voluntary contributions of the well diſpoſed. Cha- 
rity muſt ever accompany a miniſter of the Goſpel, eſpe- 
cially when the object is to adminiſter the comforts of reli- 
gion to thoſe who are often bereft of every other confola- 
tion, and to procure to the ignorant the benefit of religious 
inſtruction, which humanizes the manners —reforms the 
morals of the depraved—and preſerves the i innocent from 
the contagion of vice. 

Such are tlie effects produced by religious eſtabliſh- 
ments. Effects viſible in the conduct and reformation of 
the lower orders of the people in the vicinity of Saint 
PATRICK's CHAPEL, formerly too remote from any : 
other place of Catholic worſhip, where, inſtructed in 
every Civil and religious duty, many of them are become, 
inſtead-of ſubjects 7 reproach and ſcandal, inſtruments of 
edification to their neighbours. 

The revolution in France being the ſource of FG calami- 
ties, for tlie deprecation whereof the late day of ſolemn faſt 
has been appointed, and that revolution originating iu ir- 

religion, a deſcription of the enormities to which it has 
given riſe, leads to the knowledge as well as to the abhor- 
rence of modern philoſophy under the impoſing name of 
en. gh tened 
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enlightened reaſon freed from the ſhackles of fuperſlition. This 
is the boaſted philoſophy which a Pagan poet, by way of 
deriſion calls the wiſdom of folly and madneſs ; becauſe it in- 
duced him to negle& the worſhip of his Gods.“ And of which 
Cicero, the moſt enlightened of the heathens, complains, 
for having driven by the allurements of pleaſure one of his 
friends from the manſions of virtue. By what name is it 
then to be called by a believer in Chriſt ? 
But if we ſhrink back with horror from the deeds of 
darkneſs performed by irrcligion on the theatre of France, 
we have to deplore the baneful effects of fanaticiſm amongſt 
ourſelves, _W hat evils has it not brought in its train, from 
the time of John Knox, Peter Burchet, and other puritans, 
who called themſelves the congregation of God, who com- 
mands the C to deſgroy theſe who oppoſe the truth, as Samuel 
flew Agag "T7 tlie Lord, down to the time of the London 
Tioters, who 8 pretence of deſtroying idolatry deſtroyed 
the houſes and property of peaceable citizens, were on the 
point of annihilating the bank of England, and of it 
the capital of the Britiſh empire in its aſhes. : 
Although time, toleration, and the energy of the "RO 
have in a great degree changed the wild and haggard features 
of fanaticiſm, and checked its pernicious progreſs, yet, from 
the number of perſons who, ſo late as the year ninety-five, 
gave credit to the reveries of Brothers, (ſome of whom 
wete preparing to ſell their property, in order to attend 
him to Jeruſalem; and, among the reſt, an Oilman, who 
though he had ſenſe enough to make a large fortune, yet 
was mad enough to think of going to the Hol City, to light 
up the lamps in Solomon's Temple, and a very reſpectable 
Member of Parliament, who wrote a pamphlet in vindication 
of the new Jeremiah,) it is evident that England has ſtil} 
its Carmel, where the race of prophets is not quite ex- 
tinct. As numbers of them, on Buonaparte's threatening 


* Inſanicns ſapientia, Hor. Deorum cultor parcus et infrequens. 
| | Cicero, Epiſt. ad Caſſium. 
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to march his ar my to Rome, began to pet y the ſpeedy 
deſtrudtion of the Catholic religion, and the end of the 
fucceſſion of its Paſtors, it came naturally within my pro- 
vince to advert to their predictions, to ſhew their abſur- 
dity, though 1t muſt be acknowledged ſuch ſubjects are 
better ſuited to a comic ſcene, than the ſeriouſneſs and 
folemnity of the pulpit. But however ridiculous ſuch 
prophecies have been, and muſt ever be, yet it is certain 
they have a tendency not only to miſlead the under- 
ſtanding, but to give freſh-vigour to prejudices equally: 
hoſtile to chriſtian charity and civil ſociety. 
Should I only ſucceed in reclaiming one wicked man 
to virtue; or in correcting the errors of one man who goes 
aſtray; or in preventing the loſs which one man may 
incur by his credulity, I am fatisfied v th ng done 
ſome good. I have been aCtuated by no er motive 
than a warm attachment to truth, and the moſt earneſt 
ſolicitude to contribute to the good of "wy neighbour. 
5 A. OL 
3 | 
March, 10, 1797. 


